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OF 

THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 

Vol. II. NOVEMBER, 1S49. No. 8. 



One number, at least, of this publication will be issued every month. It is intended 
to contain a descriptive catalogue of the works purchased, critical notices, extracts from 
foreign periodicals, and interesting- items of news in relation to the Fine Arts. A wood- 
cut will generally be given. 

The Bulletin will be furnished gratuitously to Honorary Secre- 
taries AND TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO, AFTER PAYING THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
SHALL ASK FOR IT AT THE DESK, OR SIGNIFY THEIR DESIRE TO HAVE IT FOR- 
WARDED to them by mail. To all others, the price will be six cents per number. 



THE BULLETIN AND THE POST-OFFICE. 

We hear constant complaints of irregularity in the receipt of the Bulletin by 
the mails. We assure the members that this is to be attributed to no remissness on 
the part of the Committee or any of the officers of this Institution. The copies are 
all regularly enclosed, addressed and deposited in the mail. We have made inquiries 
of the Postmaster here and sent a statement of the case to the Postmaster General, 
but are as yet unable to ascertain who is at fault in this matter. We shall pursue 
the subject farther and do our best to prevent all future complaint in relation to it. 



THE ENGRAVING OF "MARION." 

We are authorized to state that the plate of " Marion" has been retouched and 
restored to nearly, if not quite, all its former excellence. Subscribers desiring this 
print in the rjlace of any other can be. supplied by sending notice to that effect to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 



TO NON-SUBSCRIBERS. 



We beg leave to remind all who are not members of t]ie Art-Union for the present 
year that the privileges now offered to subscribers are more valuable than they ever 
have been before. The chance of obtaining in the distribution a first-class work is 
much better than it has been upon any previous year. The number of high-cost 
paintings will be greater. They will be more interesting in their subjects and more 
excellent in their execution. Among them are two by Henry Peters Gray— the 
Wages of War and the Apple of Discord, for which the Association paid $2,000 ; 
the Attainder of Strafford, by Leutze, of which an etching is given in the present 
number and the cost of which was $1,000 ; Mr. Huntington's Marys at the Sepul- 
chre, sold by the artist for $1200, and works by Durand, E^ionds, White, 
Doughty, Wenzler, Rotjieriuel, the average price of which was §'600. Besides 
these are numerous works worth from §100 to §-500, besides a great number of smaller 
sketches, some of them by the most distinguished artists, and excellent specimens 
of their style and manner. There are also to be included in the distribution a beau- 
tiful bust in marble by Brown, twenty statuettes in bronze by the same distin- 
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guished artist, full of spirit and grace, and two hundred and fifty medals of Trum- 
bull, by Wright, universally considered to be the best as yet executed by that gen- 
tleman. Every subscriber will be entitled to a copy of Smillie's large line engraving 
of Youth, being the second of Cole's scries of the Voyage of Life, and also to a set 
of six etchings in outline by Darley, illustrating Mr. Irving's Legend of the Sleepy 
Hollow. We have seen the sketches for these outlines, and we confidently predict 
they will secure the general admiration of the community and a still larger measure 
of fame than their author has yet received. Wc desire to remind all who intend to 
subscribe the present year, to do so immediately, as the operations of the Committee 
will be greatly retarded and the interest of the members prejudiced by any delay in 
this duty. 



WHAT WILL THE AMERICAN ART-UNION ACCOMPLISH % 

We gave an account, in our last number, of the past history and pre- 
sent condition of the American Art-Union, and of what it had already 
accomplished in developing artistic talent and popular taste. We now 
propose to discuss its future prospects and the duty of the public in re- 
gard to it. 

A slight examination of the statistics of the institution, shows that 
notwithstanding its actual prosperity, its operations may still be largely 
extended. The organization is such, that with a little additional activity 
on the part of the Honorary Secretaries, the number of members may 
be easily doubled or trebled. This is proved by the returns from some 
of the most industrious of these officers, who have in several instances 
sent to the Committee the names of more than a thirtieth part of the 
inhabitants of their respective localities. At this rate the city of New- 
York should furnish nearly fifteen thousand members, instead of five 
thousand. We state this to show the results which the system is capa- 
ble of producing. It is not probable that any thing like it will be ac- 
complished for a long time to come. It will be difficult to find agents 
in every place as energetic as those alluded to above, and causes must 
always exist beyond the control of the society which will occasion 
fluctuations in the subscription of particular communities. Neither is 
it desirable, that so large an amount should be immediately appropria- 
ted to the support of the Fine Arts in America. A more gradual 
increase of the stimulus to production will produce a more healthy 
development of talent, and time and care are required to educate a 
community in the principles of taste. 

It is evident, however, that notwithstanding all drawbacks and diffi- 
culties, if the agents are only moderately industrious, the future means 
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